Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. I am grateful for the opportunity to address you today. I wish to thank the Permanent Mission of Indonesia and the UNFOLD ZERO campaign for sponsoring this event. I also wish to recognize with appreciation the cosponsorship by the Permanent Missions of Costa Rica and Finland as well as by the NGO Committee on Disarmament Peace and Security.
With so many qualified experts among us, I would like to leave it to others to speak to the details of the many new approaches and initiatives we have seen recently. Instead, I
intend to give a brief survey of broader factors that are leading to renewed hope for progress in the field of nuclear disarmament. In particular, there are at least three recent trends that have significant potential to be game changers-to revitalize the whole field.
The first is the growing attention worldwide to the humanitarian consequences of the use of nuclear weapons, and their implications under international humanitarian and human rights laws. This growing awareness is strengthening global perceptions regarding the fundamental illegitimacy of nuclear weapons and of military doctrines that contemplate their use. The great interest in this approach has been manifested in the high turnout at the Conferences in Oslo and in Nayarit and the overwhelming majority of States that endorsed either of the two joint humanitarian statements this month. This approach has helped to educate policy-makers and the public. It has also underscored the urgent need to advance effective measures for disarmament. I am confident that the next humanitarian conference, scheduled to take place in Vienna this December, will carry forward this vital discourse.
The second major factor in the field of nuclear disarmament is the expanding diversity and motivations of non-governmental groups that are taking an active role. We have seen much new energy brought to our work from actors who deal primarily with issues far beyond traditional peace and security topics. These now include environmentalists, humanitarians, human rights advocates, women's organizations, religious leaders, doctors, lawyers, parliamentarians and mayors. The combination of these diverse voices, which represent so many interests of civil society as a whole, is the first part of a larger trend: the growing democratization of disarmament.
The third great development is the recognition that all States share a common responsibility for making progress in disarmament. After all, article VI of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty applies to each of the parties, not just to its nuclear-armed members.
Moreover, the first action endorsed by the 2010 NPT Review Conference committed each party to pursue policies that are fully compatible with the Treaty and objective of a nuclearweapon-free world. The implication is that those without nuclear weapons can and must be active agents for the changes they wish to see in the world. This was the logic behind the Open-Ended Working Group to advance multilateral disarmament negotiations, the highlevel meeting on nuclear disarmament and the International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons; and I am sure that it will continue to give impetus for bolder actions in the future.
It goes without saying that achieving the elimination of nuclear weapons will require positive and constructive participation by the States possessing nuclear weapons. But the disarmament process also will require active engagement by coalitions of Member States.
And it will require persistent and ever-broadening initiatives from civil society.
In summary, today I have touched upon several key factors that are helping to set the stage for the achievement of a world free of nuclear weapons. The Office for Disarmament Affairs will continue to do its share by working with Member States, by educating the public, and by cooperating with non-governmental groups in advancing this great cause of nuclear disarmament.
